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Did you know that  there is a place with open doors and warm
hearts for every lost, abandoned, abused, temporarily home-
less, or unwanted Fairfax County animal?  We are the County
Animal Shelter, and working hand-in-hand with our County Ani-
mal Control Officers, we provide another, although perhaps less
well known, life saving service in our community.

Just imagine if there were nobody you could call about  the hun-
gry stray dog that had been hanging around on your street in the
freezing cold? Or nowhere to take the newborn kittens that  you
found in the supermarket parking lot? Nobody to turn to if your
beloved pet were lost?  Nobody to step in  to protect defense-
less animals if they were being abused or neglected? Nobody
to try their best  to find a loving new home and family for the
homeless? Nobody to provide shelter and food and care to these
animals in the meantime? And nobody to take on the unpopular
and heart wrenching responsibility of providing the kindest  way
out,  for suffering, and homeless, but unadoptable creatures.

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The greatness of a nation
and its moral progress can be judged by the way that its
animals are treated.”

We cannot claim to be great yet, nor to have perfect solutions
to the often heartbreaking problems that both people and ani-
mals in our society face today.  But we can continue to strive to
make things better for those that suffer. With your help and sup-
port, we stand an even better chance of making a difference!

Please help us help our fellow Fairfax feeling creatures.  Learn
about the issues that the furred, the feathered, and even the
scaled face today, and set an example for others, by being a
responsible, caring pet owner and a protector of nature!

Issue Number One
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Trying to make a difference for our Fairfax County Animals.  Today and Tomorrow!

February 2000
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Fairfax County

Animal Shelter
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But, it is never too late to get yours.  And
there are important  reasons to do so.

Should your dog ever get lost,  it could
be his or her  ticket  home!

You see, just a license tag, or just a ra-
bies  tag isn't enough!  If  it is after hours
or a holiday, and the vets are closed, there
is no way to identify your pet by only a
rabies tag.  And in an emergency situa-
tion, an animal control officer cannot  tell
from just a license tag, whether or not
your dog's rabies shots are current...

[This is particularly important today in
Fairfax County, given the numbers of ra-
bies incidents that we have had!]

License fees go into the general county
account that funds the shelter and ani-
mal protection and control services  our
community depends upon.

Please don't take a chance, by assum-
ing that only other people's pets get lost
or will ever need help!

Do it for your dog.
Do it for your community.

And it is the law!

THEY WERE DUE BY JANUARY 1ST!
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And together (even if you aren't a pet owner!)  we can FIX the problem.

You have probably heard that it is very important to spay /neuter your

pets.  But do you know  why?

There are compelling reasons to make this choice! Your pet will be

healthier and happier, AND you'll be saving lives.  Even if you don't have

a pet, sharing this information with a pet owner would be very helpful!

Many people just aren't aware that there  is an overwhelming and tragic

pet overpopulation problem in our country today. The Humane Society

of the United States estimates that in the US, approximately 12 million

animals are taken to shelters EACH year, and between 6 and 8 million

of those pets will NOT find a new  home and family.  There just are not

enough good homes for the numbers of animals being born.  And be-

cause people aren't aware of the problem, they often allow their own

pets  (accidentally or on purpose) to add to the crisis.

Of course, all baby animals are adorable, and it is hard to accept that

these little miracles of life could bring anything but joy into the world.

Sadly, the reality is that for every new  pet baby born (if they don't end

up at a shelter themselves) one more potential home is taken away

from the millions of already born, homeless animals waiting and hoping

for a second chance....

Your pet (and you)  will be better off too!  An altered pet is a more

content, gentle and affectionate pet.  And an altered pet is a healthier

pet, less likely to get mammary or testicular cancer, less territorial,

with no messy heat for females, and males less likely to wander in

search of the ladies!  (80% of pets hit by cars are un-neutered males!)

Please help us end the pet overpopulation tragedy.  Make an appoint-

ment with your vet today!  Help others understand why it is  important

to spay/neuter their pets! Perhaps you could even help a pet owner  to

get  their pet spayed or neutered......

page three

I'm Animal Friendly  license plates have
raised over  $12,000 for spay/neuter pro-
grams in our County!

Thank YOU, Fairfax Citizens!
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You can purchase the plate from your local
Virginia DMV for an annual fee of  $25 (in
addition to the registration fee.)

This is a revenue sharing plate, and  after
the sale of the first 1000 plates, $15.00  is con-
tributed  to the locality in which  the vehicle
is registered
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Fairfax County Animal Shelter
4500 West Ox Road
Fairfax, Virginia 22030
Shelter: 703-830-1100
Animal Control: 830-3310
www.co.fairfax.va.us/ps/ac/homepage.htm
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